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keep the ball rolling. jSTo sooner had the solution, im-
ported from Paris, "been publicly refuted by Wallis,
than he hastened to own it and went more perversely
than ever astray in its defence; repiiblishing it (still in
1661) in a modified form, with much self-gratulation,
at the end of a new Latin Dialogue which he had mean-
while written in support of another part of his scientific
doctrine, insidiously impugned by the enemy; A society
had just been founded for purposes of physical research,
with Wallis as one of its most active members and no
place for the author of c Do Corpora.' In point of fact,
the band of scientific workers among whom Wallis was
foremost had as far back as 1645 formed an association
in London, not unlike that which Hobbes had known
in Paris around Mersenne, and through all the distrac-
tion of the civil troubles had maintained some semblance
of unity there or at Oxford, where Wallis, with Ward
and Wilkins, had been settled since 1649, joined later on
(in 1654) by Robert Boyle. On the Restoration, Boyle
and others, with such assistance as the Savilian professor
could still render from Oxford, drew together again in
the capital, at Gresham College, and afterwards acquired
incorporation as the Royal Society, in 1662. In the
new combination of 1660, there could have been no
thought among the chief movers of including an Isli-
mael like Hobbes, after the proof he had given of math-
ematical incompetence and of disinclination for the
laborious experimental work that was meant (in the spirit
of -Bacon) to be pursued; but it was not unnatural that
Hobbes should resent the exclusion, dictated, as lie be-
lieved, by the spite of Wallis. Boyle's 'New Experi-
ments touching the Spring of the Air/ recording work